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 EYFS KS1 KS2 

 FS2 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Locate features in their immediate 
environment.  
 
Name the location of school and that 
we live in England.  

Name and locate some of the world’s seven 
continents and 5 oceans. 
 
Name and locate the four countries of the 
UK. 
 
Locate the North pole, South pole and 
equator. 

Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 
 
Name, locate and identify the 
characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding areas. 
 
[Kenya in context with the UK and 
Europe] 
 

To be able to locate the countries studied 
up to now on a map and be able to 
identify the country’s capital city and 
some human and physical features. 
 
To begin to be able to name and locate 
some of the counties and cities of the UK. 
 
To identify how some land use patterns 
in the local area have changed over time.  
 
To discuss countries studied in relation to 
the equator and poles – introduce the 
terms Northern hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic circle.  
  
  

To be able to locate the 
countries studied up to now on 
maps, identifying major cities 
and different human and 
physical features.  
 
To understand that there are 
different time zones around the 
world including the concept of 
Greenwich Meridian line and use 
this to discuss the position of 
countries studied.  
 

Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North America, concentrating 
on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and 
capital cities.  
 
To be able to name and locate 
some of the counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features and land-use patterns; 
and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over 
time.  
 
 
In relation to areas studied in this 
year group identify the position 
and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones. 
 

Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries and 
major cities.  

 
With increasing confidence  be 
able to name and locate counties 
and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time. 
 

To be able to discuss the position 
and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones. 
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 Describe their immediate environment 
from observations and discussions. 
 
 

To discuss the human and physical 
geography of the local area and immediate 
surroundings.  

To understand the geographical 
similarities and differences through 
studying a small area of the UK and a 
contrasting non-European country. 
  

To identify human and physical features 
of the areas studied in this year group 
and how they may change over time.   

To understand the human and 
physical similarities and 
differences between areas 
studied in this year group.  

 To understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 
and physical geography of a 
region in a European country. 

 

To understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through a study of human and 
physical geography of a region in 
the UK and a region in a 
European country. 
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Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this country 
and other countries based on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and when appropriate maps. 
[Human] 
 
Identify some similarities and 
differences between the natural world 
around them and contrasting 
environments which they have 
experienced and learnt about in class. 
[Physical] 

To identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns of the UK.  
 
To identify the location of hot and cold 
areas in relation to the poles and equator.  
 
To begin to use basic geographical 
vocabulary when discussing topics.  

To be able to discuss the weather 
patterns of countries studied using 
knowledge of their location in relation 
to the poles and equator.  
[UK and Kenya compare and contrast] 
 
To use basic geographical vocabulary 
when discussing topics. 

To describe and begin to understand key 
aspects of physical geography including 
climate, weather, vegetation and biomes. 
 
To describe and begin to understand key 
aspects of human geography including 
types of land use, settlement, and 
economic. 

To describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography 
including weather, earthquakes 
and climate. 
 
To describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography 
including types of settlement, 
land use and economic activity. 

To describe and understand an 
increasing number of human and 
physical features including: 

 climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water 
cycle.  

 types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural 
resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water.  

 
 

To describe and understand a 
wide range of human and 
physical features including: 

 climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water 
cycle.  

 types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural 
resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water.  
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Identify some information from a 
simple map. 
 
Discuss and describe their immediate 
environment based on their own 
exploration and information given to 

To use locational and directional language 
to describe the location and features and 
routes on a map. 
 
To begin use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify where in the world the 
UK is along with some of the continents and 
oceans studied at this stage.   

To use simple coordinates to place 
locations on maps.  
 
To begin to use simple compass 
directions, locational and directional 
language to describe the location and 
features and routes on a map.  
 

To use 2 figure coordinates with a 
number and letter. 
 
To become confident using the 4 point 
compass for location and direction. 
 

To use 2 figure coordinates.  
 
To be introduced to the 8 point 
compass for direction. 
 
To become familiar using atlases 
and maps that show physical and 
political features – identifying 

To use 4 figure grid references.  
 
To use the 8 point compass for 
direction. 
 
To plan and conduct fieldwork, 
with guidance, using 

To use 6 figure grid references.  
 
To use the 8 point compass for 
describing location and for 
direction.  
 
To develop skills in reading OS 
maps and use this to make maps 
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them through stories and non-fiction 
texts. 
 
Create a simple sketch maps and 
pictures of their immediate locality. 
e.g. classroom 

 
To make and record observations of key 
human and physical features in the 
immediate environment 
 
To use aerial photographs to recognise 
familiar landmarks and human and physical 
features.  
 
To make a simple map of the immediate 
environment using symbols. e.g. school 
grounds 

To use world maps, atlases and globes 
to identify countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage 
including the 4 countries of the UK. 
 
To use make and record observations 
and simple measurements of key 
human and physical features in the 
local environment.  
 
To use aerial photographs to recognise 
landmarks and human and physical 
features of localities studied.  
 
To construct a simple map of unfamiliar 
areas using symbols and a key. 

To be introduced to OS maps and 
symbols relevant to topics covered.  
 
To use a globe and atlases to locate the 
different countries of the UK and other 
countries studied up to this stage. 
 
To conduct fieldwork within the local 
area through observations, simple 
measurements and simple recording 
techniques [e.g. sketch maps and 
photography]. 
 
To use photographs, including aerial 
photographs, to make observations 
about human and physical aspects of the 
localities studied.  
 

key land features and major 
cities in countries studied. 
 
To conduct fieldwork by 
collecting data, recording 
observations and measurements 
and present this in different 
ways including sketch maps and 
graphs.  
 
To use interpret the geography, 
human and physical, of an area 
studied using aerial 
photographs.  
 
To use digital technologies 
within studies of localities 
studied to interpret the 
geography of an area. [e.g. 
Google maps, mapping apps, 
photography] 

questionnaires, making and 
analysing observations. 
 
To become more independent in 
using maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied.  
 
 
  

use some of the conventional 
symbols. 
 
To draw maps and plans showing 
an awareness of scale and 
appropriate symbols. 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies 
 
To independently use maps, 
atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied. 
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map, observe, seasons, explore 
survive, habitats     
similarities, differences 

 

Field, tree, village, main road, hill, farm, 
house, buildings, shop, equator, continents, 
sea, ocean, season, weather, map, route, 
atlas, human and physical geography, poles. 

Previous years and introducing new 
including: beach, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, valley, vegetation, 
agriculture, village, town, city, capital 
city, river, north, south, eat, west, grid 
reference, equator, symbols, key, 
environment. 

Previous years and introducing new 
including: county, settlement, land use, 
natural resource, water cycle,  Northern 
hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
Arctic and Antarctic circle. 

Previous years and introducing 
new including: volcano, 
earthquake, plate boundary, 
time zone, Greenwich Meridian, 
tourism, resource, economic 
activity. 

Previous years and introducing 
new including: climate, Tropics 
of Cancer,  Tropics of Capricorn, 
biome, vegetation belt, climate 
zone, trade links. 

Previous years and introducing 
new including: longitude and 
latitude, energy, minerals. 


